ORDINANCE NO. -2

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISEING A FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT AND REQUIRING ALIL PERSONS,
PARTNERSHIPS, BUSINESSES, AND CORPORATIONS TD OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT OR RELOCATION OF ANY
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BUILDING PERMITS;
PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CONSTRUCTION WITHIN THE FLOOD
PLAIN DISTRICT AND SETTING FORTH SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR SUBMISSION AND
APPROVAL OR PLANS; AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR ANY PERSONS WHO FAIL TO
COMFPLY WITH, THE REQUIREMENTS OR PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Township of Schuylkill, Schuylkill County, as
follows:

ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.1 Intent
The intent of this Ordiinance is to:
A. Promote the general health, welfare, and safety of the community.

B. Encourage the utilization of appropriate construction practices in order to
prevent or minimize flood damage in the future.

G. Minimize danger to public health and safety by protecting water supply,
sanitary sewage disposal, and natural drainage.

D. Reduce financial burdens imposed on the community, its governmental units,
and its residents, by preventing the unwise design and construction of
development in areas subject to flooding.

Section 1.2 Abrogation and Greater Restrictions

This Ordinance supersedes any ordinances currently in effect in flood prone areas.
However, any underlying ordinance shall remain in full force and effect to the
extent that those provisions are more restrictive.

Section 1.3 Applicability

Provisions of all other codes, ordinances, and regulations shall be applicable
insofar as they are consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance and the
Township of Schuylkill need to minimize the hazards and damage resulting
from flooding.

ARTICLE I - DEFINITIONS
Base Flood
The flood which has been selected to serve as the basis upon which the flood
plain management provigions of this and other ordinances have been prepared;

for purposes of this Ordinance, the one-hundred year flood.

Base Flood Elevation

The 100 year flood elevation.
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Ueepy v vavavauul. £OLEDENT Construction does not include land preparation,
such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it include the installation of
streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation nor a basement, footings,
piers or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the
installation on the property of accessory buildings, such ag garages, or sheds
not occupied as dwelling units or not as part of the main structure. For a
structure (other than a mobile home) without a basement or poured footings, the
"start of construction" includes the first permanent framing or assembly of the
structure or any part thereof on its piling or foundation. For mobile homes not
within a mobile home park or mobile homea subdivision, "start of construction”
means the affixing of the mobile home to its permanent site. For mobhile homes
within mobile home parks or mobile home subdivisions "start of construction" is
the date on which the construction of facilities for servicing the site on which
the mobile homs is to be affixed (including at a minimum the construction of
streets, either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads, and installa-
tion of utilities) is completed,

Structure

A walled and roofed building, including a gas or liguid storage tank, that is
principally above ground, as well as a mobile homa,

Substantial Improvement

Any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of which
equals or exceads 50 percent of the market value of the structure either,

(a) before the improvement or repair is started or

(b) if the structure has beer damaged, and is being restored, before
the damage occurred.

For the purposes of this definition "substantial improvement" is considered to
occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural
part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external
dimensions of the structure. The term does not, however, include sither

() any projsct for improvement of a structure to comply with existing
state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which
are solely necessary to assure safe living conditions or

(b) any alteration of a structure listed on the National Register of
Historic Places or a State Inventory of Historic Places.

ARTICLE It - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT

Section 3.1

The Flood Plain District shall include all areas subject to inundation by the
waters of the One Hundred Year (100) Flood. The source of this delineation
shall be the Flood Insurance Study for the Township of Schuylkill, Schuylkill
County, Pennsylvania, as prepared by the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development, Federal Insurance Administration .

Section 3.2

The Flood Plain District shall be comprised of two (2) subdistricts as followa:
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in strict compliance with the floodproofing and rslated provisions contained
herein and in all other applicable codes, ordinances and regulations. For any
mobile home park or subdivision within the Floodway Fringe, the owner or
operator of the mobile home park or subdivision shall file with the Disaster
Preparedness authorities of Schuylkill County, and the Township of Schuylkill
an evacuation plan which indicates alternate vehicular access routes.

In addition, whenever a developer intends to alter or relocate a watercourse
within the Floodway Fringe, the developer shall notify in writing by certified
mail all adjacent communities and the State Coordinating Office of all such
intended activities prior to any alteration or relocation of the watercourse, and
shall submit copies of such notification to the Federal Insurance Administrator .
The developer shall also assure the Township of Schuylkill in writing, that

the flood carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of the water-
course in question will be maintained.

Section 4.3 Nonconformities in the Flood Plain District

Existing nonconformities (structures and/or uses) located in the Floodway shall
not be expanded or enlarged (unless the effect of the proposed expansion or
enlargement on flood heights is fully offset by accompanying stream improvements.

Any modification, alteration repair, reconstruction, or improvement of any kind
to a nonconformity (structure and/or use) located in the Floodway to an extent
or amount of less than fifty (50) percent or more of its market value, should be
slevated and/or floodproofed to the greatest extent possible.

The modification, alteration, repair, reconstruction, or improvement of any kind
to a nonconformity (structure and/or use) regardless of location to an extent or
amount of fifty (50} pcreoont or more of its market value shall be undertaken only

in full compliance with the provisions of this and any other applicable ordinance.

Uses or adjuncts thereof which are, or become, nuisances shall not be permitted
to continue.

ARTICLE V - CRITERIA FOR BUILDING PERMIT
SITE PLAN APPROVAL

Section 5.1 Building Permijt Criteria

Building Permits are required in order to determine whether ail new construction
or substantial improvements are:

1} designed (or modified) and adequately anchored to prevent flotation,
collapse, or lateral movement.

2) constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant to flood
damags.

3) constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage.
The basic format of the Building Permit shall include the following:
1) Name and address of applicant.

2} Name and address of owner of land on which proposed construction is
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elevated to the Base Flood Elevation; or, together with attendant utility
and sanitary facilities, be designed so that below the Base Flood Elevation
the structure is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the
passage of water and with structural components having the capability of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.

Fill

If fill is used to raise the finished surface of the lowest floor to the Base
Flood Elevation:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Fill shall extend beyond a structure for a sufficient distance to
provide acceptable access. For residential structures, fill shall
extend laterally fifieen {15) feet beyond the building line from

all points. For non-residential structures, fill shall be placed to
provide access acceptable for intended use. At-grade access, with
fill extending laterally fifteen (15) feet beyond the building line,
shall be provided to & minimum of twenty-five (25) percent of the
perimeter of a non-residential structure.

Fill shall consist of soil or rock materials only. Sanitary land fills
shall not be permitted.

Fill material shall be compacted to provide the necessary stability
and resistance to erosion, scouring, or settling.

Fill slopes shall be no steeper than one (1) vertical on two {2)
horizontal, unless substantiating data justifying steeper slopes are
submitted to and approved by the Building Permit Officer.

Fill shall be used only to the extent to which it does not adversely
affect adjacent properties.

Placement of Buildings, Structures, and Mobile Homes

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

All buildings and structures shall be constructed and placed on the
lot so as to offer the minimum obstruction to the flow of water and
shall be designed to have a minimum obstruction effect upon the
flow and height of flood water.

The following shall not be placed or caused to be placed in the
designated Floodway: fences, except two-wire fences, other matter
which may impede, retard, or change the directicn of the flow of
water or that will catch or collect debris carried by such water,

or that is placed where the natural flow of the stream or flood waters
would carry the same downstream to the damage or detriment of
either public or private property adjacent to the flood plain.

Mobile homes shall be elevated on compacted fill or on pilings so
that the lowest floor of each mobile home will be at the Base Flood
Elevation.

Adequate surface drainage and access for a mobile home hauler shall
be provided.

When mobile homes are to be elevated on pilings, lots shall be large

- T fa e cmmaalA ko o wilan akatl hc mlnnmad fu adalhle anll wme eowmne



et L b i e L R e TV I e el it Sl I bt e S b
oste [feus sdew yons 1y - seus Surpring pue senmn orqnd ‘speca
pesodoxd jo uolleasI® pus U000 8Y) JUIATS UOTIRWIIOIUT PI[IRISP
apnoyour [reys dew ueid ai} ‘seaxe suoad-pooyg eyl up Lrelerdwon

10 Kqrenized sar juswdo[eaAsp pue| I0/pPUE UOISTAIDONS 94} BIYM (€

' BJEp UOIIEAS]S POO[] 9Se( 8PNIOUT T[EYS ‘195891 8yl ST

IPASUOTYM ‘SOIOE (§) BAY IO 5307 0§ uey) 191edx8 swewdoioasp meU

pasodoxzd zsyio pue syesodoxd uorstatpqns [[e ey painbax s1 1

‘UollIppE Ul - UOTOTIISeI pesp jeroceds o] 109{gns seaie pue SITIIOR]

aaroajoxd uorsoxe 10 PooO[] ‘S ‘Sas pue sjof pasodoxd ‘seare

suoxd-poors s,Alrrediotunm s o1 108dsex yiim wuswdoreasp puer
10/pue uorstarpqns pesodoxd syl yo uonieoot syl Bugmoys dew v (g

*uoTIves sty ur pexrnbex uonewroyuy oyy Supraoxd zog
arqisuodsex uosiad pernentb U0 10 ‘I0Aosins ‘resuSus jo sweN (T

:uoTIeWLIOfUT SUTMOF]{0] 811 S8PUTIU] YOTYM I8DII0 Nwied Surpnng
oty 03 uetd 9118 ® JwqNs [7eys JUewWdo[@ASD PUE[ IS0 IO ‘UOSTAIPYNS
xo0 qaed amoy srrqow ‘uorstarpgns pesodead Aue Jo 1edoeasp 10 J8UMO BT

BIIOYID UBIJ 9HE 7Z°'C UONISE

*UoTIRABTH POO]J 85eq MO[2q PaI0Is aq [[eys ‘oJ[ yuerd
Jo [ewiue ‘Usuing o} snoran(ur 8q pmoo Suipooly Jo sewy} Ul 10 ‘aajsordxs
‘Bqeune} ‘jusiong a1e 1] STEIIIRM S8I0)S ([OIYM UOTIONUSUC) MBaU ON

o8e10)g
‘poaoysue ATIB[IWIS 8q I[BYS 9wWoy 8[IqoOwW e 0} suojlIppe Lue 'p

*spunod g0g's Jo 90107 © Burdixen
jo arqedeon aq [[eys walsds Juyrioysue o) Jo syeuodwod & "o

apIs

zad seyy reuonippe anoy Surainbax Juor 98] g UBY) SSS[ SewoY

srrqom itm ‘siurod ajerpauwasiil e apis aod sar) [RUORIPPE 8AT]
ITM 2WOY 3y} JO ISUI0D Yoed je pepraord aq [reys ss[) sWely 'q

+op1s 18d a1 [euonippe sue Surimbex Buoy 1985 g

uel]] SS8] SOWOY S]IQOT PUR SUOTIEIC] S1RIPSWIBII] JB SIS

zed so1] [RUOTIIDPER O0M] [ITM '9WOY S{1GOW 21} JO SISUI0I
inog 8y 30 yoes je papiacxd aq [Teys sep dol-eyl-1sac '®

:Arreoysineds  -saoyoue punoid
0} sa1) swexy pue doj-ayl-19a0 Burpraoad Aq juswie Aom [RIBIE]
10 ‘esderioo 'uorieIOf} 1S1SDI 0} PAIOYOUR 2q [[BYS SPWOY STIqowW [V (£

' UOTIBIOT] I1SISaI 0] paioyoue ATULIY) 8q [[eUS UOTIRABIT POOII oSeqg
31y} M0[2q IO e pateoo] syue) eferols pue sadid a8xer ‘syonp xR IV (T

*8SITIDOID1EM OY) JO SUOTI08S PIIOIIISe I I9YI0 pue

s3urusdo a3priq jo a8exooiq ayz yo Lunqissod ayg; Suisesoap pue

£y1edoxd pue sI1f 01 1281} 011 Suronpes SNyl ‘JUSWS AOW [RISIE] PUR

*asderjoo ‘uonieiory usasid 03 seonoerd SurmeurSus paydanoe M
90UBRPIOIOE Ul P3I0YOUE A[WIAI} 9q [[BYS saIirjons pue s3upling 1y (T




improvement of the streets, utilities and pads equal or exceeds 50 percent of
the value of the streets, utilities and pads before the repair, reconstruction
or improvement has commenced, the following reguirements shall be met for
any construction within the Floodway Fringe or Approximated Flood Plain,

1) Stands or lots shall be elevated on compacted fill or on pilings so
so that the lowest floor of each mobile home will be at the Base Flood
Elevation.

2} Adequate surface drainage and access for a mobile home hauler shall
be provided.

3) When mobile homes are to be elevated on pilings, lots shall be large
enough to permit steps, piles shall be placed in stable scil no more
than ten (10) feet apart, and reinforcement shall be provided for
pilings more than six (8) feet above ground level.

Utility and Facility Requirements

For all proposed subdivisions, mobile home parks or subdivisions, or other
land developments the Building Permit Officer shall require:

1) All new or replacement water systems, located in the Flood Flain
District, whether public or private, shall be floodproofed to the
Base Flood Elevations,

2) All new or replacement sanitary disposal systems, located within
the Flood Plain District, whether public or private shall be flood-
proofed to the Base Flood Elevation.

3) All other new or replacement public and/or private utilities and

facilities shall he elevated or flood-proofed te the Base Flood
Elevation.

Drainage

Adequate drainage shall be provided to reduce exposure of flood hazards.

ARTICLE VI - ADMINISTRATION

Section 6.1 Building Permits and Site Plan Approvals Required

it shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, business, or corporation to
undertake, or cause to be undertaken the new construction, substantial
improvement, or relocation of any structure (including mobile homes) within
the Flood Plain District, unless the necessary permits have been obtained
from the Building Permit Officer. In addition, where land is to be subdivided,
utilized for a mobile home park or subdivision or otherwise developed, a site
plan must be submitted to, and approved by, the Building Permit Officer prior
to any land development.

A permit shall not be required for minor repairs or improvements to existing
buildings or structures, provided that the cost is less than 50 percent of the
market value of the structure.

Section 6.2 Approval of Permits and Plans

All permits and plans shall be approved only after it has been determined that
the proposed work to be undertaken will be in conformance with the require-
ments of this and all other applicable codes and ordinances,
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ARLIULE VI - AFPBEALD ANL PENALTIES

Section 7.1 Appeals

Whenever any person is aggrisved by a decision of the Building Permit Officer
with respect to the provision of this ordinance, it is the right of that person to
appesl to the Board of SBupervisors. Such appeal must be filed, in writing, within
thirty (30) days after the determination by the Building Permit Officer. Upon
receipt of such appeal, the Board of Supervisors shall set a time and placs not less
than ten (10} nor more than thirty (30) days for the purpose of hearing the
appeal, Notice of the time and place of the hearing of the appeal shall be given

to all parties at which time they may appear and be heard. The determination by
the Board of Supervisors shall be final in all cases.

Section 7.2 Appeals Review Criteria

All appeals contesting only the permit fee established by the Building Permit
Officer may be handled at the discretion of the Board of Supervisors.

All decisions on appeals to all other provisions of this Ordinance not covered
in (1) above, shall adhere to the following criteria:

1) An affirmative decision shall not be issued by the Board of Supervisors
within the designated floodway if any increase in flood levels during
the base flood discharge would result.

2} A decision may be issued by the Board of Supervisors for new construction
and substantial improvements to be erected on a lot of one-half acre
or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing
structures constructed below the Base Flood Elevation in conformance
with the procedures of paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and & of this section.

3) Affirmative decisions shall only be issued by the Board of Supervisors
upon (i) a showing of good and sufficient cause, (ii) a determination that
failure to grant the appeal would result in exceptional hardship to the
applicant, and (iii} a determination that the granting of an appeal will
not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to public safety,
extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or
victimization of the public or conflict with existing local laws or
ordinances.

4) Affirmative decisions shall only be issued upon determination that it is
the minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief.

5} The Board of Supervisors shall notify the applicant in writing over the
signature of a community official that (i) the issuance of a decision
to allow construction of a structure below the Base Flood Elevation
will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance.
{ii) Such construction below the Base Flood Elevation increase risks
to life and property. Such notification shall be maintained with a record
of all decisions as required in paragraph (6) of this section; and

6) The Board of Supervisors shall (i) maintain a record of all decisions
including justification for their issurance, and (ii) report such
decisions issued in its annual report submitted to the Federal Insurance
Administrator.

Section 7.3 Penalties

Any person who fails to comply with any or all of the requirements or provisions
_ of this ordinance or direction of the Building Permit Officer or any other author-
E-e—cmf?——' o — i o — - - ——m -
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